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PHOTO RECONNAISSANCE OF THE CHINA COAST FROM SWATOW NORTH 
TO LATITUDE 26 30'N 
Reference: J.C.8. 2150 series 


Op~322N/aab 

Ser OO00350P32 27 July 1950 
1. In view of the operational commitments of the U.S. 

Seventh Fleet in Keres: ond in the Taiwan aphe it is con- 

sidered vital that. we obtain advance knowledge of Communist 

intentions to launch an amphibious assault against Taiwan. 

Existing sources of information do not ensure that we will 


obtain the advance knowledge required to defeat such an attack.. 


2, Current intelligence indicates that sufficient build-up 
of troops and water lift now exist on the China coast for 
launching an invasion of Taiwan. Estimates of Chinese Communist 
air strength indicate that moderate air support would be avail- 
able for an assault. It is doubtful, however, that information 
of an imminent attack Way be obtained except through daily 
photo reconnaissance of the staging area from Swatow north to 


latitude 26° 30'N. 


3. It is recommended, therefore, that daily RB-29 photo 
reconnaissance flights be authorized and provided with a view 


to determining the imminence of any attack that may be launched. 
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